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Thursday, March 24, 2011
BY CHARLY HALEY
haleych@mnstate.edu

As 20-year-old Britt Lazur
entered a store, a little boy
shamelessly gawked at her.
His mother scolded him, but he
wasn’t the only one staring.
Lazur wasn’t startled by the
stares. She found it funny. She
had known she’d attract attention
in a store full of strangers
because she is bald.
The baldness is due to
alopecia areata, an autoimmune
skin disease that causes hair
loss. According to the National
Alopecia Areata Foundation
website, www.naaf.org, the
disease usually starts with one
or more small, round, smooth
patches of hair loss on the scalp
and can progress to total scalp
hair loss or complete body hair
loss. Lazur’s case of alopecia
only affects her scalp.
Lazur, from Grand Forks,
N.D., discovered that she was
affected by alopecia at age 9.
“My little brother took Barbie
doll scissors,” Lazur said, “and
cut a chunk of my hair out.
That happened like way before
(the alopecia was diagnosed).
But then my mom kept saying
‘Britt, you’re missing hair
here,’ and I was like, ‘Well, it’s
just from that one time when
Alec — my brother — cut my
hair.’ And so I didn’t really
think anything of it for a really
long time … eventually my
mom took me to my primary
physician and he diagnosed me.
And then we ended up going to
a dermatologist in Fargo and she
started treatment.”
For treatment, Lazur has
steroids injected directly into her
scalp about once a month. She
said it’s anywhere from 30 to 60
shots. These shots are an attempt
to regrow her hair.

Makeup class offers professional experience
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Sophomore
thrives
despite
alopecia

Submitted photo by Courtney Johnson
Sophomore Britt Lazur was diagnosed with alopecia, a skin disease that
causes hair loss, at age 9.

Lazur said starting the
treatment at age 9 was scary.
However, now, as a sophomore
at MSUM, she has become more
accustomed to the injections. She
even jokingly calls it “playing
pin-cushion.”
“It does hurt,” Lazur said.
“It’s not pleasant. But I kinda
laugh, because the more shots
you have, the more used to it you
get … just go to a happy place.
I don’t pay attention to them
anymore.”

The physical pain of treatment
isn’t the only pain that Lazur has
experienced due to alopecia.
“The pain associated with
alopecia at 9 years old isn’t a
pain of physical pain, but it’s
much more emotional pain,”
Lazur said. “Kids would call me
‘baldy’ or ‘freak’ … and I used
to hold grudges against those
types of people but, you know, if
tables had been turned, I probably
would’ve done the same thing
BRITT, PAGE 7
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Bangladeshi student brings
non-profit to local area
BY CHARLY HALEY
haleych@mnstate.edu

To some, basketball is just a game. To Raja Siddique, it’s a way
to make a difference in the lives of orphans and youth in developing
countries.
Siddique, a junior and international student from Bangladesh, is
one of the founding members of the non-government, non-profit
organization Big Bang Ballers, which organizes basketball games and
donates the profits to children in need.
“How our charity events would work,” Siddique said, “is that we
would make people pay to play basketball at these sponsored fun
events where we would provide T-shirts and we’d get sponsors. These
would be strictly charity based.”
Siddique met the other three founders of Big Bangs on a basketball
court in Bangladesh and the four became friends. Julien Kerdoncuf
and Rodrigue Monfort were visiting Bangladesh from France,
Pierre Johannessen was visiting from Australia. All three were with
organizations to aid people in Bangladesh.
They met a guy who worked for the non-profit organization Habitat
for Humanity in Bangladesh and decided to help by organizing their
first basketball charity event called Hoops for Habitat.
“Initially that was it, that was all we did,” Siddique said, “and then
we realized, we can do more.”
With Kerdoncuf, Monfort and Johannessen, Siddique formed Big
Bang Ballers. Siddique is the youngest, the only one who is still an
undergraduate in college.
“The bulk of everything we do is basically just going off of just
simply passion,” Siddique said, “and for lack of better words, I’d just
say it’s something we like to do. It I guess gives you peace at night,
knowing you make a difference.”
Siddique said Big Bang Ballers has low administrative costs in order
to donate to the children as much as possible.
“We function on the basis of six to seven percent,” he said, “which
is pretty low for a non-profit, non-government organization as
administrative costs, and this is something that we survive on.”
However, Siddique said the administrative costs of Big Bang Ballers
will probably increase as the organization expands.
They already work in Afghanistan, Australia, Bangladesh, Canada,
France, India, Iraq, Jamaica, Malaysia, Nepal, Pakistan, Philippines,
Papua New Guinea and the United States.
They have recently been recognized by the Australian government
to be able to receive government funding, and their recognition by the
French government is in the process.
The expansion was possible because Kerdoncuf, Monfort,
Johannessen and other board members of the organization have jobs
BALLERS, PAGE 11

Moorhead: ‘Wickedest city on earth’
BY RACHEL LEINGANG
leingara@mnstate.edu

For those who consider
Moorhead a bit on the sleepy
side, its early history may be
surprising.
“Right around the turn of the
century, a newspaper down in
Minneapolis referred to Moorhead
as ‘the wickedest city on earth,’”
said Terry Shoptaugh, university
archivist. “That was based on the
fact that by 1900, Moorhead had
45 saloons.”
The amount of saloons is
comparable to modern-day
Dilworth having 40 bars,
according to Mark Peihl, Clay
County Historical and Cultural
Society archivist.
“It had a tremendous impact
on Moorhead’s economy, social
structure, politics,” Peihl said.
“The city developed a reputation
that took decades to live down as
a place where vice was tolerated.”
Since the Dakota Territory

Submitted photo
The city founders are pictured, including the Moorhead mayor and sheriff and
the Clay County attorney. All had some investments in the saloons and received
profits.

was a dry, non-alcoholic state,
Moorhead’s border location made
it ripe with runoff from Fargo.
Moorhead was also situated
along the railroad, meaning
railroad workers and seasonal
workers like loggers – mostly
young unattached males who
didn’t mind spending a few
dollars on entertainment after
working labor-intensive jobs –

came to saloons to let loose.
The city tolerated saloons
because of the business they
brought.
“One of the most profitable
ventures in town was the
saloons,” Shoptaugh said. “So as
long as things weren’t getting out
of hand, they weren’t shooting
out in the streets and things like
that, they were left alone.”

Vol. 40 Issue 23

Moorhead officials also didn’t
try to stop the growth of the
saloon industry.
“The city was just giving away
liquor licenses to whoever showed
up basically, if they weren’t a
complete fraud or convicted, at
least locally, of serious crimes,”
Peihl said.
Other entrepreneurs developed
business models to profit
off saloon-goers and their
overflowing pockets. Today’s
downtown drinkers often employ
the use of party busses to stay
off the roads while drinking and
easily move from bar to bar. In
Moorhead during the early 1900s,
a similar vehicle – basically a
party wagon or carriage – took
patrons from Fargo hotels to the
saloon district in Moorhead in
order to prevent drowning.
As expected, crime and
underground economies also
grew during this time period.
HISTORY, BACK PAGE
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ampus
alendar

3.24-3.30

3.24 8a.m.-4p.m. Fundraising for
Japan
89a.m.-5p.m. Friday Nights
11:20a.m.-1:30p.m. Charity
Team Marathon Recruitment
3.25 8a.m.-4p.m. Visit Day
10:30-11:30a.m. Preview Days
12:30-1:30p.m. Planetarium
Outreach
3.26 8a.m.-4p.m. Visit Day
9a.m.-4p.m. SCEC/EMSP
Education Conference
10am.-8p.m. Diversity Week
3.27 2-3p.m. RSC The Case of the
Disappearing Planet
3.28 9a.m.-2p.m. Great Plains
Economics Challenge
10a.m.-3p.m. Walk a Mile in
Her Shoes
11a.m.-1p.m. Volunteer
Visions
3.29 10a.m.-4p.m. Celebrations of
Nations
11:30a.m.-1:30p.m. Charity
Team Marathon Recruitment
3.30 8a.m.-2:30p.m. SPED
Transitons Workshop
11a.m.-1p.m. Volunteer
Visions
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Lights back on
Japan nuke plant

PRSSA brings
College Night at
Buffalo Wild Wings

Room lights have finally
been turned on at the troubled
Fukushima nuclear power plant,
with power supplied from outside
the facility.
The next challenge will be
to stabilize the plant’s cooling
systems at each reactor.
Meanwhile, more than 10 days
after the quake and tsunami, looting
is starting to pop up: A brewery in
Sendai, near the epicenter of the
quake, was robbed of beer bottles,
barrels, coffee, juice, and more
goods on Thursday, according to
The Wall Street Journal.

Unexplained oil
spill hits Gulf
Coast

Slightly disconcerting: Officials
in Louisiana say tar balls and oil
are washing up on Gulf Coast
shores across an area of more than
30 miles. Even stranger: They’re
not sure where it’s coming from.
Samples have been sent for
testing to determine whether the
oil comes from the Deepwater
Horizon spill in April 2010. It’s
unclear how soon results will be in.
Meanwhile, the state is
scrambling to get containment
booms and skimmers to the area
to mitigate the damage, and has
asked for Coast Guard assistance.
Even though oil has appeared over
a large area, it’s relatively diffuse.

Former Israeli
president guilty of
rape

Former Israeli President Moshe
Katav was found guilty of rape
Tuesday and sentenced to prison.
Upon hearing the verdict, Katav
screamed, “It’s all lies” and began
to cry. Katav’s victim was a former
employee of the Tourism Ministry.

On March 27, Public Ralations
Student Society of America
is bringing College Night to
Moorhead.
Starting at 8 p.m., the Moorhead
Buffalo Wild Wings will be hosting
the event for a chance to win raffle
prizes. After 9 p.m. students can
show their IDs and receive 50
percent off orders under $10.
A PRSSA table will be at
the Friday Nights Pajama Party
on March 25 displaying more
information on the upcoming
Blazin’ Challenge, a campus-wide
wing eating contest.
PRSSA members plan to give
away Buffalo Wild Wings prizes
and gift cards at Friday Nights.
For more information visit the
Facebook page MSUM PRSSA.

Summer financial
aid registration

Summer 2011 Financial Aid
applications are available now on
our website: www.mnstate.edu/
finaid.
Please read the first page carefully
for eligibility requirements and
application procedures. Fill out the
application, print it off and submit
it to the Office of Scholarship and
Financial, Owens 107.
Most students who were eligible
for Pell Grant during fall and
spring semesters will be eligible for
summer Pell Grant. Initial payments
are based on registered credits as of
June 7. Adding, dropping and/or
withdrawing from courses between
June 8 and July 1 will increase or
decrease the Pell Grant payment.
Work study for summer is
awarded on a first-applied basis.
Students must be registered for
six or more credits to be eligible.
Financial aid overages will be
available June 10.

Thursday, March 24, 2011

Security Update
Director of Public Safety

Greg Lemke
An alarm sounded in King
Biology hall on March 14.
The emergency exit alarm was
accidentally set off by a staff
member. The alarm was reset.
A 911 hang-up call was reported
in Hagen on March 17. A staff
member was trying to dial a long
distance call.
A report of theft was filed at
the Wellness Center on March
18. A wallet was reported stolen
from the men’s locker room.

An alcohol offense was filed in
Dahl on March 20. One student
was referred to campus judicial
for alcohol violation and the
Moorhead Police Department
responded but no citations were
issued.
A drug/narcotics offense was
filed in South Snarr on March
20. One student was cited by the
Moorhead Police Department for
possession of a small amount
of marijuana. The student was
referred to campus judicial.

Tri-College leadership training at NDSU
The
Tri-College
New
Leadership Development Institute
will be hosting training sessions
June 1-5 at NDSU. Applications
will be accepted now until March
25.
The intensive 5-day residential
program is designed to provide
leadership training, inspiration
and support for women in the
upper Midwest who do not have
extensive leadership experience.
There is particular emphasis
on recruiting women from
groups that have typically been
underrepresented voices in the
political process.
There is no cost to participate.
Participants have the option of
registering for a 3-credit course
in women’s studies, sociology or
social work. Those who choose

to register for course credit pay
course registration expenses.
Participants attend workshops
on running for office, public
speaking, fundraising, public
policy advocacy and working
with the media. They meet with
over twenty women leaders,
including state and local officials,
women in tribal government,
nonprofit leaders and community
activists.
Participants
and
some women leaders reside on
campus throughout the institute,
extending learning beyond the
formal daytime sessions.
For information or to apply,
visit http://www.tri-college.org/
new_leadership_institute/
or
contact Deb White at whitede@
mnstate.edu or 218.477.2041.
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Birthdays just got better

The Advocate’s guide to scoring free meals on your birthday

BY RACHEL LEINGANG
leingara@mnstate.edu

A college student’s favorite
price is free. Attending meetings
for clubs you never intend to join
for the free pizza is one path, but
the easiest way to get free food
and drinks is to have a birthday.

Breakfast
By signing up for Boppa’s
Bagels free rewards program,
you receive coupons in the mail
monthly. For your birthday

month, you get a coupon for
a free breakfast or lunch bagel
sandwich, valued at $8.

Before you head back home for
the all-important post-breakfast
birthday nap, go to Speak Easy
in Moorhead to pick up a $10 gift
certificate that can be used any
time during your birthday month.

Lunch
For a lighter lunch, head to
Kobe’s Japanese Restaurant for
sushi or hibachi. Kobe’s provides
a $15 gift card to use to pay for
your meal, which is enough for a
specialty roll and a bowl of miso
soup.

Dinner
Mexican is the way to go for
dinner. Both Mexican Village
and Paradiso provide free meals
for birthdays, but require the
purchase of another meal of

2-3-4 Fillers: Local band rocks loud

Submitted Photo
The Fillers rocking out.

BY SADIE JONES
jonessad@mnstate.edu

A band whose musical
influences include Steely Dan,
The Beatles, G Love and Special
Sauce, Jack White, Bob Dylan,
The Band and Buddy Guy has a
hard time classifying their sound.
It hasn’t stopped them from
attracting fans.
The Fillers, a group that started
at open mic night at MSUM, is
now one of the most popular
bands in the area. The reason? The
Fillers have a contagious love of
playing music that infiltrates the
audience, gets them on their feet
and leaves them wanting more.
“We like to turn the lights down
and let loose,” vocalist/guitarist
Joey Kuntz, an MSUM alumnus,
said. And that’s exactly what they
do.
An array of musical instruments
ranging from acoustic guitar
and wooden train whistle to
tambourine and harmonica are
strewn across the stage. The band
usually introduces themselves and
encourages the crowd to get up
and move.
“We are a lot more comfortable
with people who are up, moving,
dancing around and talking. We
don’t feel comfortable with people
just sitting and staring with all the

lights on,” Kuntz said.
Or as one of the band’s
guitarists/vocalists Jeff Meyer put
it, “We like to boogie.”
The Fillers got their name
through experiences that Meyer,
also an alumnus, and Kuntz had as
an acoustic duo.
“Somebody called and canceled
a show at the Broken Axe in
Moorhead and they called up Jeff
and asked if we could fill in,”
Kuntz said. “Jeff and I were just
talking when we were up there
and said ‘We’re just filling in
... we’re The Fillers.’ We had
another show a week later that
was a two hour set but we didn’t
have two hours worth of music
so we were just kinda filling in
the time so we were like, ‘Yeah,
we’re The Fillers.’”
Humble beginnings for a band
that has played at 10,000 Lakes
Festival and shows as far away as
St. Louis and Seattle.
“Then we called Scott
(Guttormson) up and Scott shreds
the (electric) guitar if you’ve ever
seen him,” Kuntz said.
The addition of alumnus
bass player John Winter and
current MSUM student Andrew
Clemensen on drums has given
The Fillers a full line-up and more
sound to rock their audiences.
The members of The Fillers
have one aspect that sets them
apart from other jam bands: They
all can sing. If one member is
singing lead, the other members
are singing harmonies, and very
tight, well-blending harmonies at
that. Each member has different
sounding vocals, and each vocal
contributes its own unique sound
to the band.
“There was this guy in church
as I was growing up who every
song he would harmonize. He
would never sing the root so I
probably learned from him,”
guitarist Guttormson said.
“I learned in choir as well,”

Kuntz said, “and from my sister
trying to teach me the Malcolm in
the Middle song ‘Life is Unfair.’”
Along with their singing
abilities, The Fillers are all very
musically talented, with playing
experience ranging from two to 15
years. The result is a combination
of styles that has been described as
rockabilly, honky tonk, rock jam,
blues, jazz and roots.
“I don’t know what we are. We
are what you think we are,” Meyer
said.
Their musical ability coupled
with their explosive stage
performance (which usually
includes Kuntz climbing on top
of the amplifier) gives The Fillers
their addictive power to keep
audiences coming back for more.
As for the future of The Fillers,
each member expressed an interest
in getting signed and touring.
“We’re gonna get signed and
then come out with our first studio
album,” Kuntz said. “I would
definitely like to do this for the
rest of my life and if I could make
a good living off of it that would
be good. If we could make enough
to live off our music we would.”
Meyer agreed.
“It’s definitely a goal,” he said.
“I’d like to be on the road for a
good chunk of the year and have
the music be the backbone of
that. It’s one of the most thrilling
adventurous things to do. Just go
and see the city, play for people
you don’t know.”
The Fillers have a four track
demo out and often play venues
in the North Dakota, Minnesota,
and South Dakota area. For
tour dates or to listen to their
music, visit www.myspace.
com musicbythefillers, www.
musicbythefillers.com or www.
facebook.com/thefillers.
To read more from this writer,
view her blog at
sadielizjones.blogspot.com

equal or greater value. If you’re
going out to eat with friends, this
shouldn’t be an issue.

“just about anything you want,”
according to their website. They
also throw in a T-shirt screenprinted with a photo of you and
your friends partying at Buck’s.
All of the above deals require
a photo ID to verify that it’s
actually your birthday, so don’t
forget your wallet in your other
jeans.

Drinks
On Mondays during your
birthday month, Borrowed
Buck’s Roadhouse gives you a
free 40 ounce bucket filled with

To read more from this writer,
view her blog at
rachelleingang.blogspot.com
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Advocate Editorial Board
No easy answers to
situation in Libya

The opening months of 2011 have seen successful
uprisings deposing tyrannical regimes in the Middle
East. Egypt and Tunisia are currently undergoing
the difficult process of converting their revolts into
democratic revolutions.
Not all uprisings have met with Egyptian or Tunisian
success, however. Most visibly is Libya, where protests
have devolved into a civil war, with forces loyal to
Colonel Muammar Gaddafi in the West clashing with
rebel forces, primarily in the East.
In response to fears that Gaddafi would massacre the
rebels, members of the United Nations entered into the
conflict with the United States in a lead role.
The decision to engage in another military conflict has
been divisive among liberals and conservatives alike.
Those in support of the decision can point to the
jubilation of the rebels in Benghazi that met the U.N.’s
decision to intervene.
Those opposed can point to the tremendous cost of
military conflict and the uncertainty inherent in siding
with rebel forces that are largely unorganized. The
lessons of Iraq are still fresh, and the elimination of
Gaddafi is no promise of democracy.

Movies moving back in time

In many ways, the situation in Libya appears to be a nowin. Refusing to intervene would almost certainly lead
to massacre on grand scale. However, an unsuccessful
intervention would makes the United States even more
unpopular in the region.
The opinions expressed in The Advocate are not
necessarily those of the college
administration, faculty or student body.
The Advocate encourages letters to the
editor and any submissions. They should be typed and
must include the writer’s name, signature, address,
phone number, year in school or occupation
and any affiliations. Letters are due by 5 p.m. Monday
and can be sent to
MSUM Box 130,
dropped off in The Advocate office
or e-mailed to advocate@mnstate.edu.

We now offer
computer repair services.
Call now to inquire about:

- Virus & Spyware removal
- Hardware upgrades
- Software troubleshooting
- Home networking setup
- Free Consultaion

Illustration by Tate Mlady

“The fleeing dictator”

BY ALEXANDER
HOLMQUIST
holmquisal@mnstate.edu
“Hey guys! There’s a new
superhero movie coming out!
It’s called “Spider-Man!” It’s

coming out in 2002. Oh, I guess
it’s been out for a while now
but wait! There’s another new
movie coming out in 2012. It’s
called: “The Amazing SpiderMan.” Wait, what?
A new movie starring Spider
Man is indeed in production, but
it isn’t a sequel. It’s a retelling
of the hero’s origin story. My
main question is: why are they
doing a reboot? The origin
story was already told nine
years ago, and was followed
by two sequels. “Spider-Man
3” was in theatres in 2007,
and fans have been faithfully
waiting these last four years
for the elusive “Spider-Man
4.” Now, instead of continuing
the story of Peter Parker that
we’ve been involved in for a
decade, Marvel is starting over.
Some fans are heartbroken
by the jarring termination of
the “Spider-Man” saga. What
happened to Peter? What
happened to Mary Jane?
Director Sam Raimi’s webslinger, whom we’ve grown to
love in the first two movies,
and hate in the third, has been
replaced by the vision of Marc
Webb, the new director. Tobey
Maguire’s role as Peter Parker
has now been taken by Andrew
Garfield. Now I don’t have
anything against either Marc
Webb or Andrew Garfield, but
their movie is going to naturally
be very different from the ones
we are used to seeing, and that
sort of change is something
most movie-goers don’t like.
This film will also give rise to
continuity issues. Is the trilogy
canon, or is “The Amazing
Spider-Man” how it really
happened? Either way the
audience loses because one of
the telling has to be wrong. Are
nine years worth of storytelling
suddenly being revealed as the
wrong story? If not, then why
is “The Amazing Spider-Man”
being made? Marvel seems to
be in trouble. They already
remade the “Incredible Hulk,”

and are currently working on
two films to apologize for
“X-Men Origins: Wolverine.”
Is Marvel second-guessing
itself too much, or is the
company just unable to make
a film right the first time? I do
not know the answer to this,
but it seems like somewhere
along the line Marvel just isn’t
trying anymore. Hopefully,
“Iron Man 2” won’t be the last
good superhero movie we see.
Seeing as the 2002 “SpiderMan” told Parker’s emergence
as a superhero rather well,
and was met with general
appreciation by audiences, I
have to wonder why Marvel
thought a reboot was needed or
wanted. If I really wanted to see
Parker get bit by a spider again,
I could just watch the original
and save the $8 I would spend
at the cinema. I can’t see this
new movie succeeding, even if
they do everything right. Even
with really cool special effects,
great acting, witty dialogue,
and a good story, it’s still a
story that has already been told.
Also, “The Amazing SpiderMan” is being shot entirely
in 3-D. I’ve come to the
conclusion that shooting a
movie in 3-D has become a
means of distracting audiences
from a movie’s flaws. Plus,
3-D has been around since
the ‘70s so it’s nothing new.
First reboots and now 3-D?
When will filmmakers create
something original? We are all
waiting to pay them money for
it, but I guess they don’t want
our money.
My question to you moviegoers is this: since Maguire
turning down the role of Peter
Parker, should Marvel have
even made another Spider-Man
movie? Let me know what you
think.

Opinion
The verdict on judgments
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BY TYLER SORENSEN
sorensty@mnstate.edu
On a recent web ad for Microsoft’s
Bing, two voice actresses gush over how
efficiently they can find tour dates for OK
Go — “the treadmill guys” — by typing
the name of the band into the search bar.
Like most commercials, it was mindless
and irritating. The whole thing would
have been as forgettable as any other
30-second spot, had it not ended with a
shrill, obnoxious voice uttering the most
insufferable phrase I have ever heard:
“That’s judgy.”
“Judgy.” The colloquialism alone sends
me into a fit of dry heaving.
As a verb, “judge” has flooded our
vernacular. Second-rate phrases like “Stop
judging” and “I don’t judge you” are now
second nature. So why is there this fixation
on being judged?
I checked Urban Dictionary for some
preliminary research. The third definition
for judge stated, rather neurotically:

“Someone who butts their nose where (it)
doesn’t belong and judges someone or
something. Someone who needs to realize
their own flaws instead of judging others.”
Apparently, one who judges best mind
their own business and lay off the judging.
Is our disdain for judging misplaced? Or
has judging simply become synonymous
with prejudice? As we know, prejudice
is an preconceived opinion not based on
actual experience. In moral terms, it’s
wrong.
However, judging infers a certain level
of first-hand knowledge. Yes, I realize
that I shouldn’t judge a book by its cover,
but what if I’ve wined and dined the book
and it’s acted like a schmuck? I’m going
to judge that book like I’ve never judged
before.
Whenever someone says, “Don’t judge,”
the expression is inevitably tacked on to
dispel embarrassment, e.g. “I still watch
cartoons, don’t judge,” or “I like rap and
country music, don’t judge.”
Here’s an alternative: own your identity.

Don’t tell anyone to stop judging you if
you’re a reality television junkie or strictly
a top 40 maven. Either embrace your
quirks completely or reject them. If your
insecurity inhibits you to a level where you
have to vindicate your genuine passions to
others, a self-assessment is long overdue.
To be clear, I’m not advocating that
we stop judging people. We don’t have
to be friends with everybody. Of course,
we should respect and value each other
as human beings but judging itself is
an integral part of being human. We’re
constantly appraising the characteristics of
friends and acquaintances. That’s not being
“judgy.” That’s demonstrating personal
taste and discernment.
You should never feel guilty for being a
fan of “The Hangover.” Just don’t expect
me to ever hang out with you because of it.
To read more from this writer, read his
blog at tylersorensen.blogspot.com

A defense of contrarianism
BY MATT LECH
lechma@mnstate.edu
It’s unfashionable to be
extremely conservative or
extremely liberal. It suggests a
lack of consideration, which is
why the terms “moderate” and
“independent” are so often seen
describing the political views
of Facebook users. Even I
describe myself as “center-left,”
a response to the anti-science
and New Age “Buddhist”
hippy portion of liberals among
whom I wouldn’t be caught
dead (or reincarnated). With
all the bellowing of national
politicians, the logic goes,
we should transcend and
acknowledge that matters are
not black and white.
But the moderate stance is
pointless and cowardly when
discussing specific issues.
“The truth cannot lie,

but if it could, it would lie
somewhere in the middle,”
wrote the Christopher Hitchens
in his “Letters to a Young
Contrarian.”
Assuming that each side is
equally wrong is an insidious
mental shortcut that paralyzes
meaningful thought in those
who are otherwise capable of
it.
I won’t apologize for
thinking every human being
should be allowed to marry and
be provided with healthcare,
or that hippies are killing the
planet by opposing nuclear
energy
and
geneticallymodified crops. As far as
I’m concerned, anyone who
disagrees is simply wrong, and
I will not make concessions on
those points just to maintain
an appearance of moderation.
There is no “meeting half-way”
when it comes to these issues.

Do you think interesting thoughts?
Become a columnist and share them with the rest of us.

For more information, come to CMU 110 on Jan. 21 at 1:00

As Hunter S. Thompson said,
“Objective journalism is one
of the main reasons American
politics has been allowed to
be so corrupt for so long.
You can’t be objective about
Nixon.”
I think most people who are
proudly moderate are so for
fear of being wrong. This is a
really silly thing to be afraid
of; nothing builds respect more
than an admission of error. I
hope to one day find something
that I was wrong about.
Closely related to this
idealized moderation is the
belief the being “closedminded” is bad while being
“open-minded” is a virtue.
There couldn’t be a worse
way to think of it. Your mind
shouldn’t be open or closed. An
ideal mind puts any idea it is
exposed to through a merciless
process of evaluation that is

based on logic rather than the
distribution of public opinion.
Locating the two extremes and
assuming the truth lies at the
median isn’t mindful at all;
it’s lazy. A completely open
mind lets in a tremendous
amount of nonsense, which is
why alternative medicine still
exists despite a complete lack
of evidence.
Irish playwright George
Bernard Shaw put it best when
he wrote, “Reasonable people
adapt themselves to the world.
Unreasonable people attempt to
adapt the world to themselves.
All progress, therefore, depends
on unreasonable people.”
Basically: mix it up or live a
meaningless life.
To read more from this writer,
view his blog at
mattlech.blogspot.com
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Archeology offers field school experience
BY CHARLY HALEY
haleych@mnstate.edu

Archaeology is more than
just digging up dinosaur bones.
At MSUM, students have the
opportunity to study the many
facets of archaeology.
Students
who
study
archaeology are technically
anthropology majors with an
emphasis in archaeology.
“Anthropology is a larger
field of study; it’s the study of
people and their cultures, people
as biological organisms and
cultures that people have had in
the past,” archaeology professor
Michael Michlovic said. “We
have here at MSUM a focus on
contemporary cultures, that’s the
cultural anthropology program,
and then we have a second
program focusing on cultures of
BRITT, FROM FRONT
because, well, kids are kids.”
After a few years, Lazur’s
alopecia became dormant. She said
it is common for alopecia to “turn
off and on.” By sixth grade, Lazur
had a full head of dirty blonde, curly
hair again.
But during high school, her
alopecia returned. This time
however, the emotional challenges
associated with it were slightly
different.
“It wasn’t so much that other
people treated me differently, it was
that I had a very negative selfimage,” Lazur said. “When it came
back right away, I was in complete
denial. I did not want to admit
it because I thought that I would
never have to deal with this again
— that this would be something that
happened to me as a kid and that’s
that. So I was really upset, and I
wouldn’t talk about it ... And it felt
like, ‘Why me?’ you know, ‘What
did I do to deserve this?’”
During Lazur’s senior year
of high school, the alopecia had
progressed so far that she had to get
her first wig.
“That was tough. I just told
people that I got extensions,” she
said. “And looking back, I knew
everyone knew what it actually was
but ... it was like my little secret, and
I didn’t want to tell anyone.”
As she prepared to enter
college, Lazur made a decision to
specifically put forth an effort to
overcome the emotional insecurities

the past, that’s archaeology.”
The archaeology program
offers studious classes, as well as
hands-on learning opportunities.
“We kind of divide our training
up informally into different
categories,” Michlovic said.
“We have the in-class training,
that’s lectures and classroom
exercises. Then we have lab
courses where we take students
and try to show them things in
the lab and then we have the
field program where we take
students into the field.”
Michlovic and archaeology
professor
George
Holley
said the summer field school
program is the most hands-on
and comprehensive experience
MSUM offers to archaeology
students.
“A field school is where we
take the students to excavate
associated with alopecia.
“I came to the realization that I
don’t want to be like that anymore.
I don’t want to have to hide it
because it’s not something to be
embarrassed about,” Lazur said.
Since then, Lazur believes she
has grown a lot emotionally.
“From the beginning of freshman
year of college to now,” Lazur said,
“I think I’ve done a lot of growing, a
lot of self-acceptance and being able
to talk about it.”
She credits much of her growth
to her close friend and roommate of
two years, Courtney Johnson.
“Coming to college was a turning
point in my emotional growth with
alopecia. And I think it wouldn’t
have been a turning point had I not
had a roommate like Courtney,”
Lazur said. “Someone who’s there
for me.”
When Lazur and Johnson met
the summer before their freshman
year of college, Lazur was not
completely bald. She had hair, but it
was still thin enough for Johnson to
notice something unusual.
“I didn’t expect her to tell me right
away,” Johnson said. “I figured that
was something that maybe we’d
find out when we got (to school).”
But Lazur did tell Johnson right
away, and to her surprise Johnson
wasn’t “weirded out.”
“Superficial stuff doesn’t really
bother me,” Johnson said. “I was
more interested in getting to know
her as a person because getting
to college, it’s important to build
relationships, and so at this point I

and/or investigate archeological
sites,” archaeology professor
George Holley said. “We spend
anywhere from four to five
weeks in the field, and that’s
where we teach them how to do
archaeology.”
Holley said students worked
at sites in Swift County in
Minnesota and Ramsey County
in North Dakota last year, and
this summer they are traveling
to Louisiana with archaeology
professor Rinita Dalan.
Sophomore archaeology major
Lynsee Langsdon is applying for
this summer’s field school.
“My emphasis right now
is Plains Indian culture, just
because that’s my comfort
zone,” Langsdon said, “but if I
were to be able to go to this field
school, it would just broaden my
horizons and I would get to look

at something that’s other than
plains.”
Sophomore archaeology major
Jessica Sharp is also applying.
“I’m taking a geoarchaeology
class, and that’s what the
field school is focused on is
geoarchaeology,” Sharp said.
“I’m finding more and more that
I really, really like it, and so it
would be really cool to get to
go and see if that’s what I want
to do.”
Field school is not required for
all archaeology students, but is
highly recommended by Holley
and Michlovic.
Both Holley and Michlovic
said a unique aspect of the
MSUM archaeology program
is
that
MSUM
doesn’t
have a graduate program for
archaeology, and therefore all of
the resources go to educating the

undergraduate students.
“All of the professors have
only one focus, and that’s
our undergraduate students,”
Michlovic said. “Within those
undergraduate students, we
spend a lot of time with our
majors. And I think that’s true
across campus in a lot of different
programs and it certainly is true
with the archaeology program.”
For non-archaeology majors
interested in learning more
about
archaeology,
there
are
several
anthropology
classes that fill Dragon Core
requirements, including ANTH
115 introduction to archaeology,
which fills the history and social
sciences requirement.
To read more from this writer,
view her blog at
charlyhaley.blogspot.com

Submitted by Courtney Johnson
Courtney Johnson took photos of roommate Britt Lazur to show Lazur is not hiding who she is.

was like, ‘She could be one of my
best friends, so why would I let hair
stand in the way of a friendship?’ It
wasn’t a big deal at all.”
Lazur said Johnson was basically
the first person who she outright
told about her alopecia.
“It was that one big first leap,”
Lazur said.
During their freshman year,
Lazur’s alopecia became worse.
Eventually she had to wear a wig
again, as she was almost completely
bald.
Seeing Lazur with the wig
revealed to Johnson how deeply the
alopecia affected Lazur emotionally.
It also showed how much Lazur

Students Needed
• Assist an adult or child with special needs who live
independently in the community, afternoons, sleep
overnights & e/o weekend
• Great degree experience for Social Work, Psych or
Spec Ed students
• Apply online at www.accessrrv.org
• Saturday and Sunday staff needed. Earn wage plus
differential

trusted her.
“(Lazur) would always wear her
wig outside the room,” Johnson
said, “but in the room she would still
take it off. And I remember every
time someone knocked on the door,
she’d quick grab her cap and put
it on and then say ‘come in.’ And
so I’d always let her say ‘come in’
’cause I knew she had to get ready.”
Johnson was the only person Lazur
was comfortable enough around to
not have to cover her head.
Slowly,
Johnson
started
encouraging Lazur to leave their
dorm room without wearing her
wig or cap.
“When it really clicked how
personal it was for her, I started
trying,” Johnson said.
With Johnson’s support, Lazur

gradually started to leave the room
without her wig, and eventually
progressed to leaving her head
uncovered as she shopped in a store
of total strangers.
Although she notices the stares,
Lazur said she understands.
“I don’t take it personally,” she
said, “because I would react the
same way.”
Lazur, an English education
major, hopes to use her experiences
with alopecia when she becomes a
teacher, to show young students that
it’s OK to be different.
“That is the one place,” Lazur
said, “where I instantly see that this
To read more from this writer,
view her blog at
charlyhaley.blogspot.com

Spring Styles Of Hurley Apparel Arriving Now!
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Students meet in the basement of the Center for the Arts for the principles of makeup for stage and film class.

Experienced professor gives students’ skills a makeover
BY RACHEL LEINGANG
leingara@mnstate.edu

Film studies junior Samuel
Johnson had never worn makeup
before.
After taking theater professor
Ricky Greenwell’s principles
of makeup for stage and film,
Johnson not only knows how to
apply stage makeup, but found a
real-life application.
“I was badly hungover the day
I had to act in a directing scene,”
Johnson said, “and I had to use the
corrective makeup to remove the
bruises under my eyes. That was
kind of awesome.”
Greenwell’s makeup class is
tailored to theater students, but
film students often take the class
as well. Greenwell demonstrates
techniques during one class period,

then students do the applications
themselves in the following class.
“It’s structured on a core for
what I see needed for theater
students,” Greenwell said. “It’s
an introduction course, so I’m
teaching students how to read
their face, how to understand it,
the contours.”
Tutorials on basic fashion
makeup, old age, thick and thin,
animals and latex application
have allowed art education senior
Moriah Thielges to see the art
in makeup application. She is
considering incorporating it as an
art teacher someday.
“I could see some of this, like
the old age makeup and the animal
makeup, would just be really fun
and interesting for kids in an
alternative media or intro to art
class,” Thielges said. “It’s very

similar to painting or pastel.”
Greenwell has been teaching at
MSUM for seven years and has
had makeup certification for over
15 years. He is still active as a
professional makeup artist, doing
commercial work, film shoots and
work with the Fargo-Moorhead
Opera.
“He’s really helpful,” Johnson
said. “He knows what he’s
talking about. It’s pretty obvious
that he’s had experience with
makeup as a professional, not just
academically.”
Thielges
appreciates
Greenwell’s ability to advise
during application days.
“He’ll come and look at you
and say, ‘This is how your face
contour is working, maybe try
these tips,’ because he’s done it
for years,” Thielges said. “He

Senior Sarah Chamma gets a thin layer of latex applied on her face during a principles of makeup for stage and film class.

•
•
•
•
•

knows how all the makeup acts on
different people’s faces.”
For Greenwell, although other
majors take his class, the focus is
on professional development for
theater majors.
“The exercises are things
that should be in their arsenal
if they were presented with a
character and had to reproduce it,”
Greenwell said. “You don’t have
a professional makeup artist as an

To read more from this writer,
view her blog at
rachelleingang.blogspot.com

Many different types of makeup are laid out during a principles of makeup for
stage and film class.

Alumni Mentorship
Program

Network with successful alumni
Explore your professional field
Acquire job search strategies
Learn about graduate and professional schools
Gain skills and confidence

actor. You are your professional
makeup artist.”
Principles of makeup for stage
and film is offered in the spring.
Advanced makeup, which teaches
prosthetic appliances and is also
taught by Greenwell, is offered on
a rotating basis.

Shape your future by getting involved today.
To apply for the Alumni Mentorship
Program or to learn more visit:

www.mnstate.edu/career/mentorship
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Gas prices keep students at home
BY ALISON VOORHEES
voorheesal@mnstate.edu

Jesse Trelstad • jtrelstad.com

The F-M area is not immune to the rising gas prices seen across the nation.

With the prices climbing toward $4 per gallon, students
have more than midterms and papers to worry about.
Some students are expressing how frustrating it is to fill
up.
“We don’t have a lot of money but we also have to use
our cars to get places,” sophomore Jill Steinwand said. “So
therefore, there’s not much we can do. We need gas to put
in our cars to get where we need to go, we don’t really have
a choice.”
As the prices continue to jump, junior Katie Johnson said
prices are making it hard to go just about anywhere.
“It definitely changes your plans,” she said. “I don’t go to
the movies as much as I used to because you got to be able
to fill up the tank, like I don’t really drive my car unless I’m
going to work.”
Students who choose to go out of town are finding it’s a
harder decision than it was before the leap in prices.
“It makes it a lot harder to go home every once and a
while,” Johnson said. “I used to be able to go home once a
month. Now $3.50 a gallon is making it kind of hard.”
While filling up with gas at Brady’s Service Center in
Moorhead, Steinwand said, “It’s a short weekend so we’re
spending all this money to go home for a short period of
time and so its just annoying. Makes you think twice before
you go home for a couple of days.”

Outstanding service reduces energy cost
BY RACHEL LEINGANG
leingara@mnstate.edu

Physical Plant manager Jeff
Goebel received MnSCU’s
Outstanding Service award for
his work with efficient planning
and energy cost reduction.
Goebel and his team have
been working on a scheduling
system change for the past three
years. Previously, controls only
allowed heating and cooling to
be turned on for a whole floor
or whole building. With the new
system, heating and cooling will
be controlled on an individual
room level, leading to cost cuts.
“It’s been a long process,”
Goebel said. “There’s a lot of
people on campus that actually
did the work. I’m really just the
visionary that knew we could
get here and took the steps
necessary to secure funding and

make those decisions.”
Energy costs make up about
four percent of the campus’s
budget, coming in at $3.05
million in 2008. With the
increased efforts to cut energy
spending, the campus spent $2.1
million, nearly $1 million less
than in 2008.
“MSUM is very lucky to have
the services of Jeff Goebel,”
President Edna Szymanski said.
“He continues to help us save
money on energy costs through
excellent planning.”
Goebel’s job as Physical Plant
manager consists of three areas:
daily operations, planning for
future initiatives or construction
and implementation of projects.
While Goebel said developing
initiatives and planning projects
is the best part of the job,
juggling the workload can be
difficult.

“The overall work volume is
probably the most challenging
part, keeping myself organized,”
Goebel said. “I cannot afford to
spend too much time on any
one decision, so I have to be
careful to quickly get to the
right decision and move on to
the next.”
Though Goebel was pleased
that MnSCU recognized his
work to reduce energy costs,
he stressed that his colleagues
were an instrumental part of the
award as well.
“It’s really the people here on
campus, the ones that work with
our HVAC equipment, our IT
department, they’re all a part of
this,” Goebel said. “I’d like to
see some recognition for those
people as well.”
A report on an energy audit of
55 percent of the campus will be
done in April, which will lead

Chris Franz • chrisfranzphoto.blogspot.com

Jeff Goebel, Physical Plant Manager, won the 2010 MnSCU Outstanding
Service award.

to additional efforts to increase
energy efficiency.
“This is merely the tip of the
iceberg,” Goebel said.

To read more from this writer,
view her blog at
rachelleingang.blogspot.com

Got Motorcycle?

EARN YOUR MOTORCYCLE ENDORSEMENT
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Sponsored by MSU Moorhead Continuing Studies
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High-heeled men march to end violence
BY BRIANNA BRICKWEG
brickwegbr@mnstate.edu

A person can’t understand another’s
perspective until they’ve “walked a mile
in their shoes.” On April 3, men will take
this expression literally and gaze into the
female perspective.
The Walk a Mile in her Shoes event
will be held on the MSUM campus
block.
The event is a national march to
stop rape, sexual assault and gender
violence. This year marks the march’s
10th anniversary.
The event is hosted at MSUM
by Communicators in Action, an
organization for communication studies
majors.
Communicators in Action will be
upholding the tradition that all men
marching will be doing so in high heels.
Some Place Safe in Fergus Falls and
Savers in Fargo have donated shoes in
men’s sizes.
“It’s actually putting yourself in
their shoes,” said Aaron Lund, the vice
president of Communicators in Action.
“It’s realizing some of the fears and
the difficulties (women have), also

the different situations that may cause
sexual assault and violence and to
respect (women).”
“It’s bringing the community together
in the manner of especially engaging
men in being part of the effort in bringing
awareness to not only domestic violence
but sexual assault,” said Nancy Boyle
of the Rape and Abuse Crisis Center of
F-M.
“It’s been seen as a ‘women’s issue’
or a woman’s fight for so long,” she
said, “but it’s something that men can be
such a huge part of — not only on the
end of bringing awareness, keeping their
friends accountable where their views
or beliefs might be (different) — but
also standing up and bringing awareness
to the people that there are good men
out there that do have the morals and
the values and understand what it is to
be part of a relationship where there is
equality and respect and trust.”
Registration for the march starts at 2
p.m. and the march itself takes place at
3 p.m.
Delta Zeta, Gamma Phi, Savers and
RACC also sponsor the event.
This is the first “Walk a Mile in her
Shoes” event in the F-M area.

“It’s something that’s going to be
new for the community and I know in
the future it’s something that the other
colleges or the community will want to
keep on going as well,” Boyle said.
Typically the event is just for men
but MSUM has opened their march to
women.
“Because MSUM has so many women
on campus, we know a lot of women that
want to be involved,” said Megan Boie,
president of Communicators in Action.
RACC will bring a speaker to the
CMU ballroom after the walk. They
will share the facts about sexual assault
and violence. This will be followed by a
“call to action,” where participants speak
about what they will do to help prevent
sexual assault.
Communicators in Action will hold
table hours in the CMU the week before
the event on March 28, 29 and 31 from
10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Students can preregister for the event and learn more
about Walk a Mile in her Shoes. A
suggested donation of $10 is optional
with registration.
Communicators in Action will also
be accepting donations outside of the
registration. All proceeds go to RACC.

Jessica Fleming • The Advocate

Jesika McCauley (left) and Megan Boie, co-coordinators
of Walk a Mile in Her Shoes, advertise in the CMU for
the upcoming April 3 event.
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Softball breaks records in Florida,
prepares for possible weather issues
BY MICHAEL SMITH
smithmi@mnstate.edu

The MSUM softball team had
a record-breaking performance
at the Cocoa Beach Classic
Tournament in Cocoa Beach,
Fla., last week.
In their final doubleheader of
the event, the Dragons set the
school record for hits and runs
in a single game.
In the second game of the
doubleheader, the Dragons
scored 26 runs on 26 hits, both
school records.
The Dragons defeated Fisher
College 14-0 in game one and
26-1 in the second game.
“We just came out and played
extremely well,” interim head
coach Kelsey Fehl said. “We
all came together at the same
time and put a full game
together. We have been playing
well this spring and it was just
a culmination of everything
coming together.”
Alexa D’Onofrio pitched
five innings allowing one run
and tallied five hits along with
Mara Litzer.

“It was our last game of the
tournament, so we were really
hoping that it was going to
be a big game for us,” senior
pitcher Litzer said. “It was nice
because we had some trouble
early in the week with our
defense and getting everything
to work well together.”
The Dragons are looking to
continue their hot streak as the
conference season approach.
“It was a big confidence
builder, it gives us some
confidence going into our
conference season,” Fehl said.
“I think that is one of the
biggest things we need right
now.”
Last season was difficult for
the Dragons as they finished
with a 7-39 record over all.
“Last year we had seven wins
and now coming back from
Florida we already have more
wins than we did last year,”
Litzer said. “That is a huge
step up and really brings up our
team moral. You can just tell
that the attitude with the team
has changed so much. Having
that upbeat attitude just makes

that much of a difference.”
A big challenge for the
softball team, not only this
season but in seasons past, is
the weather. In 2009, the team
didn’t have a single home game
due to flooding and this season
will present its own difficulties
with the weather.
“I think that the 2009 season
was a learning experience,”
Fehl said. “We learned how

to play on the road. Looking
forward to this year, we are
going to plan on playing on the
road, every game.”
The team had to practice
indoors on Tuesday afternoon.
“(Practicing indoors) makes
it really difficult,” Fehl said.
“Our outfielders can’t see fly
balls, it is different taking
ground balls off of a gym floor
than off of dirt.”

The Dragons open their
conference schedule on the
road at Upper Iowa University
on April 2.
“I’m hoping that we stay up
as a team,” Litzer said. “We
are hoping to carry over (our
success) to those games.”
To read more from this
writer, view his blog at
smithmi.blogspot.com

Column: MLB season opener brings warmer weather
BY MICHAEL SMITH
smithmi@mnstate.edu

As the F-M area gets dumped
on once again by Mother Nature,
warmer weather is just around
the corner.
The Major League Baseball
season opens a week from
Thursday and that is the first sign
that spring is on the way.
Teams have high hopes with

the start of new seasons; it is a
chance to start anew and improve
on stats gathered last year.
In recent years, the American
League Central Division has
been more competitive than other
divisions, with the Minnesota
Twins and Chicago White Sox
leading the way.
In 2008, the Sox took the
division with a one-game playoff
with the Twins as both teams
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finished the regular season with
an 88-74 record.
The Twins have won the
division the last two seasons, but
nothing has been easy.
The following season the Twins
came out on top in another onegame playoff with the Detroit
Tigers for the division crown in
2009.
Each and every divisional
battle during the season takes its
toll as the AL Central winner has
been bounced from the playoff
in the first-round of the last three
seasons.
No team from the AL Central
has been to or won the World

Series since the White Sox swept
the Houston Astros in the 2005
championship.
Prior to that, the Cleveland
Indians made it to the series in
1995, losing to the Atlanta Braves.
Following that trend, perhaps in
2015 an AL Central team will
once again have a chance to make
it to the World Series.
The Twins made a big splash
in their effort to capture a
championship this season. The
team went all the way to Japan and
brought back Tsuyoski Nishioka
to play the shortstop position.
He has a batting average of .324
in twelve preseason games as he

continues to find his way not only
on a new team but also in a new
country.
The Sox stayed closer to home
as they brought in slugger Adam
Dunn from the Washington
Nationals.
Dunn had 38 home runs for the
Nationals last season along with
103 RBIs.
Even with the fluctuation in
team roster, the two top teams
in the division have just gotten
better and will slug it out all
season long.
To read more from this
writer, view his blog at
smithmi.blogspot.com
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Ballers from front: Program expands in foreign countries
that place them in foreign
countries, where they are
able to expand Big Bangs.
Additionally,
the
board
members, including Siddique,
do lots of traveling on their
own to help expand Big Bang
Ballers to other countries.
They have also spread the
word online through Facebook,
Twitter and their official
website, www.bigbangballers.
org.
“A lot of people really
wanted to put the effort in, and
these were people who came
(to Bangladesh) from different
countries, and when they went
back, they took part of this
back with them,” Siddique
said.
Siddique said now, he and
the board members use their
own money to fund their
traveling. Soon though, due

to the expansion and recent
government recognition, the
organization will have money
to fund the trips.

“

A lot of people really wanted
to put the effort in, and these
were people who came (to
Bangladesh) from different
countries, and when they went
back, they took part of this
back with them.
Junior Raja Siddique
Siddique said he is inspired
not only by Big Bangs’ cause,
but by the other founding
members.
“With all due respect to
myself, of all the things that

I do, I’m the one that does
the least, believe it or not,”
Siddique said. “We all have
more than enough on our
plates. Pierre, he has his own
legal law firm. I don’t even
know how he does that. The
guy works 80-100-120 hours
a week, which is insane. But
they do it. And then, they find
enough time to do this … To
me, they’re a huge inspiration
because if they can do this, I
can do it, too.”
To get involved in Big
Bang Ballers, or to donate,
visit
www.bigbangballers.
org or contact Siddique at
siddiquera@mnstate.edu or
218.443.1007.
To read more from this
writer, view her blog at
charlyhaley.blogspot.com

Column: Time for serious second look at D-I hockey
BY MICHAEL SMITH
smithmi@mnstate.edu

The breaking news from college
athletics is not coming from the
hardwood of the NCAA basketball
tournament but from the frozen rinks of
college hockey.
The Big 10 athletic conference is
attempting to start its own hockey

league and snatch quality teams from
other large conferences.
The universities of Minnesota and
Wisconsin belong to the Big 10 but
both play D-I hockey in the Western
Collegiate Hockey Association, one of
the more prestigious hockey conferences
in the country.
Furthermore, the Central Collegiate
Hockey Association has three Big 10

Graphic by Michael Smith

schools — Michigan, Michigan State
and Ohio State — that would most
likely bolt for the new league during is
inaugural season in 2012-13.
These changes could potentially open
the door for MSUM to take another run
at D-I hockey.
A lot of the buzz gathered when the
idea of D-I hockey first emerged is now
gone but if some of the groundwork was
laid back then, MSUM would be ahead
of the game in forming a team.
The first time around, the MSUM
athletics department hit some roadblocks
when attempting to develop a hockey
team.
In an ideal world, MSUM was looking
to create a program and join the WCHA
when it expanded in 2009. The Dragons
were not accepted at that point and
Bemidji State and Nebraska Omaha
joined the WCHA instead.
If Minnesota and Wisconsin both
leave the WCHA, MSUM has yet
another chance to join.
There has been no mention of the
University of North Dakota — a WCHA
powerhouse — leaving the conference
and a rivalry with the Sioux would draw
big crowds on both campuses.
D-I hockey would be a good niche for

REPORTER WANTED
The Advocate is looking for a sports reporter to cover
weekend events for the rest of the semester.
If interested in the position, contact
sports editor Michael Smith at
smithmi@mnstate.edu or
stop by The Advocate office

MSUM athletics in the area; none of the
other tri-college schools offer hockey.
NDSU doesn’t have a hockey program
and Concordia’s team plays D-III.
In this area especially, hockey is a
sport people grow up playing and local
talent is in abundance.
The program could have many
benefits for the university, including
fundraising and enrollment increases.
MSUM has to make some strides this
time around if a hockey team is ever
going to be in the cards.
The chance to join the premier hockey
conference in the nation doesn’t come
around very often and for MSUM, this
is the second such opportunity.
The dream of a D-I hockey program
is resting in the capable hands of the
athletic department and if it is practical,
we should actively presume the chance.
There are many challenges to getting
a quality D-I hockey program, but now
is the time to give it a serious second
look.

To read more from this
writer, view his blog at
smithmi.blogspot.com

HISTORY, FROM FRONT
“It brought a lot of money into
the community, but it also brought
problems,” Peihl said – such as
public drunkenness, spousal abuse
and a flourishing red light district.
“We also do know from the
newspaper accounts and early police
and court records that there were
cases where some of the saloon
owners had prostitution rings on the
side,” Shoptaugh said, “which were
completely illegal, or were running
illegal gambling games.”
After experiencing spasms
of official reform, and increased
popularity with citizens signing nonalcoholic pledges, a countywide
vote closed down saloons and
Moorhead went dry in June 1915.
All of the old saloon buildings are
now torn down and Moorhead is no
longer known as “the wickedest city
on earth.”
“It had a pretty severe negative
impact on the Moorhead economy
when the saloons shut down,”
Peihl said. “A lot of former
saloons were opened as candy
shops, confectionaries, soda shops
and many of those sold (alcohol)
underneath the counter.”
While the saloon district never
boomed again like it did at the turn
of the century, Moorhead residents
still drink alcohol, and college
students make up a large portion of
the drinking public.
“You’re always going to have
these places around colleges,”
Shoptaugh said. “You could call the
saloon district an early version of
that, but they’re catering to people
that want to get a beer on a Friday
night and they make money that
way.”
The volume of bars isn’t at the
same level is once was, and the
format of selling liquor has changed
in modern times.
“Bigger businesses take over,”
Shoptaugh said. “I seriously doubt
there’s any less alcohol in Moorhead
than in those days. Let’s not forget,
every restaurant with very few
exceptions … sells alcohol. Alcohol
sales are a big part of restaurant
sales.”
As far as Moorhead’s moniker
as the one-time “wickedest city on
earth,” Shoptaugh has a different
perspective.
“Frankly, I don’t think the writer
had ever traveled very much,” he
said.

Back Page

Thursday, March 24, 2011

Braving the thundersnow

The Advocate is now
accepting applications
for the following
positions for the 20112012 school year:
-Editor
-Assistant editor
-Photo editor
-A&E editor
-Features editor
-Sports editor
-Copy editor(s)
-Web editor
-Advertising manager
Pick up an application
outside CMU 110.
Apply by April 5.

CLASSIFIEDS

Services

FREE Pregnancy testing
and confirmation
www.firstchoiceclinic.com
or 701.237.6530
JESSE TRELSTAD • jtrelstad.com

MSUM student Sam Bowden makes her way through sleet and snow to the parking lot after her evening class on Tuesday
night.

For Rent

Large 2 Bedroom
apartments for lease
starting June 1st. $300 per
month summer rate, goes
to 475 per month in the
fall. Or start August 1st at
$475 per month. Heat and
water paid.
Call Jon @ 218-790-4866.

For Rent

RECENTLY
REDECORATED
3 bedroom apartment, heat
and water paid, off street
parking. This is a crime
free building, no smoking,
no pets. $650/mo.
218-233-1545 or
218-233-5026.

Crossword compiled by Matthew
Beckman, Multimedia editor

To read more from this writer,
view her blog at
rachelleingang.blogspot.com

Reach thousands of
students by
advertising in The
Advocate
Call 218-477-2365
for more information.
OR email advocate@
mnstate.edu
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